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CITY COUNCIL							
CITY OF ROCHESTER
400 SIXTH STREET, ROCHESTER MICHIGAN
REGULAR MEETING
FEBRUARY 23, 2026
7:00 P.M.
1. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Jones at 7:00 p.m.

2.  ROLL CALL
PRESENT:	Mayor Debbie Jones, Mayor Pro Tem Stuart Bikson, Councilmembers, Christian Hauser, Sara King, Nancy Salvia and Marilyn Trent.
ABSENT:  	Councilmember Jessica Clauser.

3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Jones led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT SCHEDULED/NON SCHEDULED/PRESENTATIONS
4A.  Presentation of Good Neighbor Award to Bill Thomas, Seventh Street.

4B.  Presentation from the Rochester Community Concert Band Conductor and Artistic Director Paul DeRubeis.

4C.  Presentation from Rochester Regional Chamber of Commerce Director Maggie Bobitz regarding the City’s costs for the Hometown Christmas Parade.

Public Comment.  
Jana Yezak, Assistance League, South Street gave an update on their increase in services.

[bookmark: _Hlk45282002]5. CONSENT AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk194246395][bookmark: _Hlk126823584]5A.  Regular Meeting Minutes for January 12 and 26, 2026 and February 9, 2026 and the Special Meeting Minutes for January 24, 2026.

MOTION:	Bikson moved, King seconded,
To approve the Regular Meeting Minutes for January 12 and 26, 2026 and February 9, 2026 and the Special Meeting Minutes for January 24, 2026. 

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  Clauser.
Motion Carried.

5B.  Special Event Application from the Men of Sacred Hearts for a 5K Fun Run on September 26, 2026 along Olde Towne Road, Elizabeth, Letica and Romeo Road.

MOTION:	Bikson moved, King seconded,
To approve the Special Event Permit for the Men of Sacred Hearts for a 5K Fun Run on September 26, 2026 along Olde Towne Road, Elizabeth, Letica and Romeo Road.

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  Clauser
Motion Carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk210569276]5C.  Check Register report for February 5 and 12, 2026.
     
MOTION:	Bikson moved, King seconded,
To approve the check register report for February 5 and 12, 2026. 

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  Clauser.
Motion Carried.

6.  OLD BUSINESS/ TABLED ITEMS.
NONE.

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
NONE.

8. LEGISLATIVE DELIBERATIONS  
8A.  Resolution and Application for Poverty Exemption for Real Property pursuant to Public Act 253 of 2020.

MOTION:	Bikson moved, Trent seconded,
To adopt the Resolution and approve the application for Poverty Exemption for Real Property pursuant to Public Act 253 of 2020.

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  Clauser.
Motion Carried.

9. REPORTS AND REGULAR BUSINESS  
[bookmark: _Hlk40941967][bookmark: _Hlk75419862][bookmark: _Hlk74204927][bookmark: _Hlk106795844]9A. Downtown Development Authority budget amendment request for The Graham Market project.  DDA Chair Ben Giovanelli and Director Krisit Trevarrow presented a request to change the funding for the Market.  Due to significant challenges due to soil conditions, initial bids were 4.1 million.  After a thorough review of the charges, the final amount is $3,736,436.00, with an Oakland County Grant of $931,485.00 that must be spent by September 2026.  The request is to phase the construction into two phases, with phase 1 costing $3,052,416.00 and phase 2 $684,020 over two budget years. 

MOTION:	Salvia moved, King seconded,
To approve the request to change the funding for the Market.  Due to significant challenges due to soil conditions, initial bids were 4.1 million.  After a thorough review of the charges, the final amount is $3,736,436.00, with an Oakland County Grant of $931,485.00 that must be spent by September 2026, the request is to phase the construction into two phases, with phase 1 costing $3,052,416.00 and phase 2 $684,020 over two budget years. 

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	Bikson.
ABSENT:  Clauser.
Motion Carried.

9B.  Request from the Fire Department to submit grant applications for two grants for a Ladder Truck.  One is a Federal Grant through Congressman John James for $1,000,000.00 to $1,500,000.00 and the second is a State grant through the Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) that would be for 5% to 10% of the cost of the truck with the City providing additional funding for the balance.  

MOTION:	King moved, Trent seconded,
To approve Request from the Fire Department to submit grant applications for two grants for a Ladder Truck.  One is a Federal Grant through Congressman John James for $1,000,000.00 to $1,500,000.00 and the second is a State grant through the Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) that would be for 5% to 10% of the cost of the truck with the City providing additional funding for the balance.  

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson,  Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  Clauser.
Motion Carried.

9C.  Employment Agreement renewal for Building Official Randy McClure for 3 years, July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2029.

MOTION:	Hauser moved, Salvia seconded,
To approve the Employment Agreement renewal for Building Official Randy McClure for 3 years, July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2029.

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  Clauser. 
Motion Carried.

10. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORTS.
10A.  Cemetery Advisory Committee – Salvia said they decided where to place the America 250 marker with a ceremony on May 16 at 3:00 p.m., the discussed the need for new columbaria and continued discussion on the fence and gates.

10B.  City Beautiful Committee – City Manager Banda said they will be pursuing the Bird City designation and received a report from an Eagle Scout and gave them an update on Arbor Day plans.

10C.  Asset Committee – Hauser said they discussed the 2026 road projects and get recommendations in the Spring and they discussed the request from Stoney Creek Condos for a crosswalk on Runyon and parking lot improvements and parking deck repairs and received 5 proposals for the Kiwanis play structure.

10D.  Tree Committee – Salvia gave an update on the Tree Fund balance, the Arbor Day celebration will be April 22 at 10:00 a.m., and will include planting trees for the three City Clerks that have served along with the America 250 tree.

10E.  Paint Creek Trailway Commission – NONE.

10F.  Downtown Development Authority – City Manager Banda said they discussed the outdoor dining platforms for 2026 and received a presentation on having a Social District.

10G.  Budget and Finance Committee – Bikson stated they prepared for the upcoming budget meeting.

11.  PUBLIC COMMENT
NONE.
12.  GENERAL MISCELLANEOUS.
King stated they will not have proposals for the playground structure for the budget meeting.

12A.  Request for Closed Session for Labor Negotiations with no intent to return to Open Session.

MOTION:	Salvia moved, Hauser seconded,
To approve the request for Closed Session for Labor Negotiations with no intent to return to Open Session.
VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
Motion Carried.
13.  ADJOURN
Mayor Jones adjourned the meeting at 9:25p.m.

___________________________________   		_____________________________
Megan Frazho, Executive Assistant			Debbie Jones, Mayor 
