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 CITY COUNCIL							
CITY OF ROCHESTER
400 SIXTH STREET, ROCHESTER MICHIGAN
REGULAR MEETING
JANUARY 12, 2026
7:00 P.M.
1. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Jones at 7:00 p.m.

2.  ROLL CALL
PRESENT:	Mayor Debbie Jones, Mayor Pro Tem Stuart Bikson, Councilmembers Jessica Clauser, Christian Hauser, Sara King, Nancy Salvia and Marilyn Trent.
ABSENT:  	None.

3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Jones led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT SCHEDULED/NON SCHEDULED/PRESENTATIONS
4A.  Presentation from Paint a Miracle Executive Director Shelly Propson Lennon.

4B.  Update on the Rochester Community Schools administration building from Contractor Bob Bloomingdale.

Public Comment.  
Jane Turner, Parkdale, commented on leaf pick up.

City Manager Banda introduced the new Fire Chief Scott Demoff.

[bookmark: _Hlk45282002]5. CONSENT AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk194246395][bookmark: _Hlk126823584]5A.  Minutes for the Regular Meetings held November 25, 2025 and December 8 and 15, 2025.

MOTION:	Bikson moved, Trent seconded,
To approve the Minutes for the Regular Meetings held November 25, 2025 and December 8 and 15, 2025.
VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
Motion Carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk210569276]5A.  Check Register report for December 11 and 18, 2025.

MOTION:	Bikson moved, Trent seconded,
To approve the Check Register report for December 11 and 18, 2025.
VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
Motion Carried.

6.  OLD BUSINESS/ TABLED ITEMS.
NONE.

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
7A.  Public Hearing for Brownfield Redevelopment Plan for The Trails of Paint Creek Redevelopment project at 704 Woodward.  The Developer anticipates $2,984,069 in Brownfield Tax Increment Financing (TIF) costs (including 15% contingency) with an estimated $2,798,734 in reimbursement for eligible activities over 11 years after July 1, 2027.

City Manager Banda reviewed the proposed development saying it will be multi-unit residential consisting of 45 townhomes.  The Developer presented a detailed plan.

City Council discussed at length the project and the Brownfield request.

Mayor Jones opened the Public Hearing at 9:19 p.m.

Cody Smith, Ludlow, encouraged Council to not approve the Agreement and require the current land owners to clean up the property.

Renee Myers, supports the Agreement and planned development.

Matt, Ludlow, also encouraged Council to make the current property owners pay for the clean up.

Mayor Jones closed the Public Hearing at 9:27 p.m.

MOTION:	Hauser moved, King seconded,
To approve the Brownfield Redevelopment Agreement with The Trails at Pain Creek, 704 Woodward, and approved by the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority on November 13, 2025, for an 11 year period beginning July 1, 2027 in the amount of $2,984,069 (including a reduced contingency amount of 10%) in Brownfield Tax Increment Financing (TIF) costs , with an estimated $2,798,734 in reimbursement for eligible activities.

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	Clauser.
Motion Carried.

8. LEGISLATIVE DELIBERATIONS  
NONE.

9. REPORTS AND REGULAR BUSINESS  
[bookmark: _Hlk40941967][bookmark: _Hlk75419862][bookmark: _Hlk74204927][bookmark: _Hlk106795844]9A. Mayoral nomination/appointment to the Planning Commission.  Mayor Jones nominated David Berletich to the Planning Commission; and Council members to:  Bikson to the Parking Advisory Committee, Clauser to the Downtown Development Authority, Salvia to the Cemetery Advisory Board, Clauser to the City Beautiful Commission.

MOTION:  Councilmember Hauser seconded,
To confirm the Mayoral appointment of David Berletich to the Planning Commission; and Council members to:  Bikson to the Parking Advisory Committee, Clauser to the Downtown Development Authority, Salvia to the Cemetery Advisory Board, Clauser to the City Beautiful Commission.
VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
Motion Carried.

9B.  City Council nomination for an Alternate on Zoning Board of Appeals.  Councilmember Trent stated that she will not be able to serve on the Paint Creek Trailway Commission.  Trent nominated Councilmember King as Alternate to the ZBA and as Council representative to the Paint Creek Trailway Commission and volunteered to be the Alternate for the Paint Creek Trailway Commission.

MOTION:	Hauser moved, Salvia seconded,
To confirm the City Council appointment of Councilmember King as an Alternate to the Zoning Board of Appeals and as Council representative to the Paint Creek Trailway Commission and Councilmember Trent as the Alternate to the Paint Creek Trailway Commission.
VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
Motion Carried.

9C. Quit Claim Deed and Temporary Construction/Grading Easement from Trident Milltown for the Clinton River Trail relocation.

MOTION:	Salvia moved, Bikson seconded,
To approve the Quit Claim Deed and Temporary Construction/Grading Easement from Trident Milltown for the Clinton River Trail relocation.
VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
Motion Carried.

9D. Skatepark construction drawings from Spohn Ranch and request to proceed with the construction.

MOTION:	Trent moved, Hauser seconded,
To approve the Skatepark construction drawings from Spohn Ranch and request to proceed with the construction.
VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
Motion Carried.

9E.  Notice of Consent of Defendant City of Rochester joined pursuant to MCL 560.224a(1)(B) and Order of Dismissal for the Court Case with Kemp Brothers Investments to vacate an easement on the properties of 239 and 265 South Street and authorize the City Attorney to sign the document and submit it to the Court for entry on behalf of the City.

MOTION:	Hauser moved, Bikson seconded,
To approve the Notice of Consent of Defendant City of Rochester joined pursuant to MCL 560.224a(1)(B) and Order of Dismissal for the Court Case with Kemp Brothers Investments to vacate an easement on the properties of 239 and 265 South Street and authorize the City Attorney to sign the document and submit it to the Court for entry on behalf of the City.

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
Motion Carried.

9F.  Ordinance Amendment to the City Code, Chapter 52 Traffic and Vehicles, to add a new Article IV to be known as the “Bicycle and motorized devices Ordinance” which provides for the regulation of bicycles, electric bicycles and other similar devices – Introduction and First Reading.

MOTION:	Hauser moved, Salvia seconded,
To postpone indefinitely consideration of the Ordinance Amendment to the City Code, Chapter 52 Traffic and Vehicles, to add a new Article IV to be known as the “Bicycle and motorized devices Ordinance” which provides for the regulation of bicycles, electric bicycles and other similar devices.

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
Motion Carried.

10. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORTS.
10A.  Rochester Avon Recreation Authority – postponed to next meeting.

10B.  Asset Committee – report completed.

10C.  Paint Creek Trailway Committee – Trent said they discussed the Moceri Development in Orion township and their request to install 3 pipes under the trail and a detention outlet, the also received a report from the Trail Manager and discussed the budget.

10D.  Planning Commission – Hauser stated they held 4 public hearings for 134 S. Main, 139 Romeo, 265 E. Second and 1129 N. Main, all approved, they also reviewed plans for the Community House and he noted that Commission Gassen had resigned.

10E.  Principal Shopping District – City Manger Banda said their meeting was for annual Goals and Objectives.

10F.  Older Persons’ Commission – Bikson said they elected officers which he is now Chair and they discussed Special Licenses for liquor at events.

11.  PUBLIC COMMENT
Fire Chief Cieslik gave a heartfelt thank you upon his retirement.

12.  GENERAL MISCELLANEOUS
City Attorney Kragt noted that the location of the Rochester Community Schools Administration building is in the Special Exception zone.

Salvia asked about the Special Meeting for considering the Master Plan implementation.

King noted she is meeting about the playground equipment.

Clauser noted that the Library hosted a live PBS special and the American Revolution Experience is at the Library, one of 10 cities it will be at.

Mayor Jones noted the Fox News story on the Big, Bright Lights Show.

13.  ADJOURN
Mayor Jones adjourned the meeting at 10:49 p.m.


___________________________________   		_____________________________
Lee Ann O’Connor, City Clerk				Debbie Jones, Mayor 
