Rochester Historical Commission
MINUTES
400 Sixth Street, Rochester, MI
February 27, 2025
Bill Pietrzyk, Chair;  Cy Saverino, Treasurer
Members: Lynn Anderson, Gail Bothwell, Robert Michalka, Don Sienkiewicz, Alternate – Kay Johnson, Rochester City Council Liaison Steve Sage
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:05 p.m. by Chair Bill Pietrzyk
Attending: Lynn Anderson, Bill Pietrzyk, Steve Sage and Don Sienkiewicz.  New member Patricia Kane
Absent: Kay Johnson, Cy Saverino, Gail Bothwell and Bob Michalka.
MINUTES – There was no meeting in December and there were no minutes for the January Meeting.  Minutes were approved for the November Meeting. Motion by Don Sienkiewicz, seconded by Steve Sage.
SPECIAL PRESETATION – A special preview presentation by Founders’ Day speaker Carol Bacak-Egbo was presented to commission members.  Founders’ Day is set for March 23 at the VanHoosen Museum.  Carol is an historian and project advisor for Oakland County Parks and Recreation.  Carol indicated that there were as many as 12 recognized tribal nations in Oakland County as far back at as 1795.   Her presentation to the Founders’ Day audience will look at reservations in Oakland County and specifically the Rochester, Rochester Hills and Oakland Township areas.  She indicated that tribes looked for the same things that the Graham family did as they settled in the Rochester area including waterways, hunting and land for farming.  She indicated many tribes traveled from Lake Huron in the spring, then moving to Rochester for the summer for planting and harvesting and then moving north to hunt and ice fish in the Saginaw Bay area.  Carol’s presentation includes numerous slides with examples of artifacts from the area.
Lynn Anderson said she’d reach out to Samantha Lawrence to determine if any of the items found during the Main Street Project were ever returned to the city after they were submitted to the city. (It was determined that anything from the Main Street project of significance would have been turned over to Indian Affairs office).   Pat Kane indicated that Carol might look into trading that the VanHoosen family may have done with tribes that traveled through this area.
COMMUNICATIONS -  None
TREASURERS’ REPORT –Treasurer Cy Saverino was not in attendance.
PLAQUES –Lynn Anderson reported that there were no outstanding plaque orders.
ARCHIVES – No update was available on Archivist activities.
FOUNDERS’ DAY 2025 – Bill said that he will coordinate the refreshment for the event.  A motion was made by Don and seconded by Lynn Anderson to approve expenditures up to $180 for food and beverages for the event.  Steve was asked to reach out to the city staff to get information out to the media and possibly place a notice in the City Hall display case promoting the event.  Don has secured the Irish dancers and the bagpiper for the event.  
The coloring books for the 2nd grade school project have been distributed.  There is a 7 percent decrease in the enrollment in the public schools.  In total 975 books were distributed to both the public and private schools (Holy Family, St. John and Oak Harbor).  Don said that he also distributed 25 coloring books to a local mental health facility.
HERITAGE DAYS – Don Sienkiewicz indicated that there has been no movement to get a final financial report for the 2024 event.  Plans remain to postpone an event for 2025 and to look for another organization to serve as a fiduciary for the event in 2026 as well as recruiting additional volunteers.
DDA – Plans are moving forward and construction is underway for the new farmers’ market facility, The Graham.   Home Bakery Window event drew national attention to Rochester prior to the end of the Detroit Lions season. Media included Sports Illustrated, Washington Post, NBC-TV National News.  Several thousand turned out to see the window display and enter a chance to win tickets to the Lions playoff game.
[bookmark: _GoBack]DAR Project -  Bill Pietrkyz reported he attended a meeting of the Cemetery Commission to discuss the DAR 250th anniversary project.  The Commission approved plans to participate in a cemetery cleanup project with 25 to 50 local scouts and high school robotics club members on May 10 from 10 to 2 p.m. Debbie Jones will coordinate the scout recruitment and Gail Pietrzyk will organize the robotics team. 
The group discussed the potential for purchasing plaques for the three approved gravesites of the revolutionary war soldiers buried in Avon Cemetery.  A fourth  site application has been submitted and awaiting approval from Washington.  Plan is to submit a request for funds to pay for plaques out of the 2025-26 fiscal year budget.
CITY COUNCIL - 	Steve Sage was asked if he would look into the Depression artwork that was in the old School Board office and if there are plans to place it in a public location. Rumor is that it has been hung in the new School Board Building on Dequindre.
NEW BUSINESS – Bill welcomed Patricia Kane as the newest member of the Rochester Historical Commission.  Patricia said she was pleased to join the group.  She made several suggestions for activities that would increase visibility for the group on the City Website, potential involvement in Festival of Trees and involvement from current Historical Plaque owners to share information about these historic properties.
Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Lynn C. Anderson



